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PAROLE AND SENTENCING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2006 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 1 June. 

HON BRUCE DONALDSON (Agricultural) [4.26 pm]:  I seek leave of the house to allow Hon Simon 
O’Brien to continue his remarks at the next sitting of the house.  By way of explanation, Hon Simon O’Brien is 
attending a shadow ministers’ conference in Melbourne, and he is listed on the notice paper to continue his 
remarks.   

Leave granted.   

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.27 pm]:  The Parole and Sentencing Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2006 proposes to change a number of acts.  It proposes to change, in part 2, the Sentence Administration Act 
2003; in part 3, the Sentencing Act 1995; in part 4, the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996; in 
part 5, the Young Offenders Act 1994; and in part 6, other related acts.  Part 7 of the bill makes transitional 
provisions, especially for CEO parole orders.  The bill proposes to abolish the Parole Board and establish a new 
body.  It also proposes to make changes to the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board and the Supervised 
Release Review Board; and plans to implement some of the recommendations made in the Mahoney report and 
in the review of the Victims of Crime Act 1994.   

The second reading speech claims that the bill seeks to increase transparency and accountability; to provide a 
stronger focus on community safety; to be better able to respond to the interests of victims of crime; to clarify 
and enhance the administration of parole and early release offenders; and to ensure that in performing its 
functions the Prisoners Review Board will give paramount consideration to the safety of the community.  The 
board will have as many community members as will be required to enable it to perform its functions efficiently 
and with due consideration to the matters before it.  The bill will also require that the board give consideration to 
victims’ submissions.  I will ask a number of questions about some of these matters later.   

The preamble to the bill mentions changes to the Children’s Court of Western Australia Act 1988.  However, on 
my examination of the bill, I could not see any provisions to amend that act.  I have raised this matter with the 
advisers and suggested that the preamble should be amended to remove the reference to the Children’s Court of 
Western Australia Act.  I will be interested to hear the parliamentary secretary’s response, because it seems to 
me that it is an error to include that in the long title of the bill. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to sessional orders. 
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